
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Elizabeth McKenney        

Department: Psychology        Phone Number: (618) 650-3430 

E-mail Address: elmcken@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1121 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 4 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If “yes,” in which course?                        PSYC 491 

  If “yes,” for how many credit hours?     3 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Psychology Research Lab, AH 0304; Metro East area schools  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
Undergraduate researchers will have the opportunity to focus on one of three main objectives for the fall: to 

implement and evaluate the effectiveness of a mindfulness intervention for adolescents with ASD; to implement and 

evaluate the effectiveness of school-based social skills programming for middle school students with ASD, and to 

conduct school-based observations of students' social behavior and educators' accuracy in providing evidence-based 

instruction to students with ASD.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
Students will be responsible for completing a variety of school-based intervention (e.g., social skills instruction) and 

data collection activities. Realities of school-based work and shifting research priorities across the semester make a 

flexible work schedule a necessity. Students must also be able to provide their own transportation to and from local 

area schools. In addition to intervention implementation and data collection, students will complete literature 

reviews and write brief summaries of relevant research, as needed throughout the semester.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
Students will have learned: the social skills needs of youth with ASD, how to conduct reliable observations of social 

behavior in applied settings, what evidence-based procedures are being used to support the needs of students with 

ASD within schools, and how mental health personnel support teachers in the process of ensuring highly accurate 

and precise instruction for students with ASD.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students in this lab need nine hours of free time during the week, between the hours of 7:30 am and 4 pm, when 

students are typically in school. Actual observation times often vary throughout the semester.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Students must be able to provide their own transportation to and from local area schools. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
I require my students to have taken PSYC 201 and PSYC 220 and have earned at least a B in both. Students who 

have taken PSYC 420 will be given strongest consideration.  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Professional dress and conduct, appropriate to a school environment, is required at all times. All students will 

undergo a Madison County background check prior to school-based research activities.  

 

 


